
CDC’s Emerging Infections Program 
CDC/USDA/FDA Foodborne Diseases Active Surveillance Network  

FoodNet Steering Committee Conference Call 
MINUTES 

 
 
 
Date:  Thursday, January 10, 2008 (2:00-3:00 PM EST) 
Attendance: CA, CO, CT, GA, MD, MN, NM, NY, OR, TN, FDA, FSIS, CDC 

 
A. Administrative 

1. Welcome: Hugh Maguire, CO Co-PI and Katie Wymore, CA FoodNet Coordinator 
 
2. Vision Meeting: March 6-7th, 2008 in Denver, Colorado. 

A. Vision meeting agenda is being finalized. 
A. Agenda will be sent out early next week to PIs and Coordinators to gain their input. 

A. Please send comments back to Mary Patrick (mpatrick@cdc.gov) ASAP. 
B. Suggested changes in structure for the Vision Meeting. 

A. The draft of the April MMWR will be circulated to FoodNet PIs the Monday prior to the Vision Meeting 
so that it can be read beforehand.  
A. There will be a Vision meeting presentation on major trends observed in 2007, some highlights for 

the MMWR, and plans for examining trends in 2008. 
B. Roughly one hour will be dedicated to the discussion of the activities of the STEC working group, C. 

difficile, and the Outbreak working group, 
A. Other working groups and update will be discussed for roughly half an hour. 

C. Working group leaders and coordinators are responsible for drafting a one-pager with bullets highlighting 
completed activities for 2007 and top priorities for 2008. 
A. Please send one-pagers to Ashton Potter (apotter@cdc.gov) ASAP. 

D. Reminder:  Please visit the Vision Meeting webpage: 
     http://www.cdc.gov/foodnet/vision2008/vision2008.html and take note of the following deadlines:  

A. Deadline to register for Vision Meeting: February 1, 2008 
B. Deadline for hotel reservations: January 21, 2008 

E. It was suggested that a fair bit of time be dedicated to the discussion of attribution. 
A. Elaine Scallan, Kristin Holt, Paul Cieslak, and Carl Schroeder will discuss this in more detail what 

specifically needs to be addressed and how much time should be allotted to the discussion of 
attribution. 

F. Please contact Alicia Cronquist (alicia.cronquist@state.co.us) if you have any questions about the logistics 
of the meeting. 

 
3. Update on manuscripts  

  A.  Manuscript #600, “Sporadic Salmonella enterica serotype Javiana Infections in Georgia and Tennessee: An 
  Emerging Zoonotic Disease,” by Lydia Clarkson et al. was cleared at CDC and will be submitted to EID. 
 

4. FoodNet publication guidelines  
A. Thanks to Ruthanne Marcus, Paul Cieslak, Kirk Smith, and Mary Patrick for working to revise the guidelines. 
B. Highlights of proposed revisions 

A. There will be a publications committee that will be composed of Elaine, one other person from CDC or 
a federal partner, and three Principle Investigators from the FoodNet sites that will serve on a rotating 
basis. 
A. Committee will handle authorship disputes/queries and will keep the publication guidelines up to 

date. 
B. There will be a separate proposal process for abstracts and manuscripts. 
C. Authors are asked to submit suggested timelines for publication and persons leaving a FoodNet 

position will be asked to submit to CDC clearance within a specified timeframe. 
C. The Word version of the draft publication guidelines will be circulated to the Steering Committee to permit 

track changes and comments to be made. 
A. Please reply to Mary Patrick (mpatrick@cdc.gov) with any comments ASAP. 

 
B. 2007 Trends (FoodNet MMWR)  

1. Trends observed from 2007 were discussed for the April MMWR. 
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2. There will be a trends working group call on January 31st from 3-4pm. 
a. If anyone is interested in discussing recent trends and plans for the April MMWR, please contact Olga 

Henao(ohenao@cdc.gov). 
3. The Facts and Figures webpage will serve as a supplement to the MMWR.   
4. It was suggested that a more appropriate baseline needs to be determined for serotype I 4,[5], 12: i-. 

a. The use of a traveling baseline or a year after 2002 was discussed. 
5. Observed trends for 2007 will be presented when more complete data is available on the February Steering 

Committee call. 
 

C. Working Groups and Special Studies 
1. Campylobacter  

a. The letter included on pg. 29 of the packet will be sent to all states through APHL announcing the quality 
assurance program that will begin in FoodNet sites in April and offered to all states in October. 

b. Collette will be extending Campylobacter isolation and quantification training opportunities to the FoodNet 
sites. 

c. A pilot grocery store study on Campylobacter will be conducted in May-July of 2008 in five sited in conjunction 
with FSIS. 
A. Each site will obtain ten whole chicken carcasses, conduct a rinsate, and then mail the rinsate to a FSIS 

contract lab for isolation and quantification. 
d. The next working group call will be in February. 
 

2. Outbreak  
a. The protocol for sending isolates with undetermined etiology to MN has been finalized and approved by the 

outbreak working group. 
b. There were no objections to this protocol. 
c. Ida Rosenblum will give updates on future Steering Committee calls about the number of outbreaks with 

undermined etiology that have been tested in MN. 
 

D. Proposals for manuscripts 
1. Deaths Associated with Bacterial Pathogens Commonly Transmitted Through Food in the Foodborne Diseases 

Active Surveillance Network (FoodNet) 1996-2005 (Casey Barton-Behravesh)  
a. Casey intends to turn her EIS conference abstract from last year into a manuscript. 
b. There were no objections to this proposal. 

 
E. Special study tables 

1. Special studies tables included in packet but were not discussed. 
 

F. Surveillance data 
1. Outbreak and HUS data in packet but were not discussed. 

 
G. Other 

1. There will be a one day briefing on STEC O157 in Washington D.C. on January 23rd. 
a. Industry will share opinion on outbreaks from 2007. 
b. Speakers will include people from CDC and FSIS. 
c. This meeting will also be held in conjunction with an IAFP meeting on microwavable foods. 
d. Please contact Kristin Holt (KGHolt@cdc.gov) if you have any questions. 
e. Kristin will give an update of both meetings on the February Steering Committee call. 

 
H. Upcoming FoodNet conference calls, meetings, and deadlines 

1.   Thursday, January 10th   STEC/HUS working group      12:00-1:00pm 
2.   Thursday, January 17th   Outbreak working group      3:00-4:00pm 
3. Friday, January 18th    FoodNet Data Transmission deadline 
4. Wednesday, January 23rd  HUS Data Transmission deadline 
5. Thursday, January 24th   Population Survey Analysis working group  3:00-4:00pm  
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6. Monday, January 28th   FoodNet News Editorial Board Meeting   2:00-3:00pm 
7.   Tuesday, January 29th   Interventions working group     2:00-3:00pm 
8. Wednesday, January 30th  Selected Salmonella Serotypes study working group 3:00-4:00pm 
9. Thursday, January 31st   FoodNet Coordinators conference call   2:00-3:00pm 
10. Thursday, January 31st   Trends working group      3:00-4:00pm 
11. Thursday, February 7th   Attribution working group     11:00-12:00pm 

 
 13. Wednesday, March 5th   FoodNet PI Meeting (Denver, Colorado) 
 14.  Wednesday, March 5th   FoodNet Coordinators Meeting (Denver, Colorado)    
 15. March 6-7th, 2008    Vision Meeting (Denver, Colorado) 
 
I.  The next FoodNet Steering Committee call will be on Thursday, February, 14th from 2-3 pm EST. 

 
 


