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Date:  Thursday, October 13, 2005 
Attendance: CA, CO, CT, GA, MD, MN, NM, NY, OR, TN, USDA-FSIS, FDA, CDC 

 
A. Administrative 

1. Personnel 
a. Welcome Anurag Jain (Oct. 11th), Sridevi Wilmore (Nov. 1st)! 
b. Farewell to Karla Thornton (NM PI) 

2. Status of manuscripts 
a. Surveillance 

A. Listeria trends (Drew Voetsch, et al.) 
• A draft has been circulated to co-authors for review. 

B. Campylobacter and drug-resistant Campylobacter trends (Elizabeth Ailes, et al.) 
• Manuascript in preparation. Will link FoodNet and NARMS data. 

C. Post-diarrheal HUS in adults (Cindi Snider, et al.) 
• The manuscript is preparation. 

D. Risk factors for developing HUS among persons with E. coli O157 (Alison Drake, et al.) 
• A draft should be sent out to co-authors by the end of the year. 

b. Case-control studies 
A. Submitted to journal (E. coli O157) 

• The manuscript has been submitted to a journal. 
B. In clearance (Salmonella Newport, Listeria, Salmonella Enteritidis, Infant Salmonella) 

• The Salmonella Newport manuscript is at the final round of clearance with the division director. 
• The Listeria manuscript is also in the clearance process. 
• The Salmonella Enteritidis manuscript is in the final round of clearance. 
• The Infant Salmonella manuscript was submitted to clearance at the beginning of October. 

C. In preparation (Infant Campylobacter) 
• The Infant Campylobacter manuscript is in the final stages of preparation, incorporating co-author comments. 

 
B. Working Groups 

1. Antimicrobial Resistance Working Group 
A. MDR non-Typhi Salmonella Study  

• States that have received approval should send their approval letters to CDC. 
2. Emerging Salmonella serotypes Working Group 

• The group is currently meeting biweekly. 
• A protocol has been drafted and is being revised. 
• The study design includes 3 serotypes: Javiana, Infantis, and I 4,[5],12:i:-. 

3. E. coli O157/HUS Working Group  
A. E. coli O157 Cohort Study 

• The study has been submitted to CDC IRB and is awaiting approval. 
B. HUS serology testing  

• Revisions will be made to the protocol. 
4. Campylobacter Regional Differences Working Group 

A. Laboratory Survey 
• Surveys received at the CDC have been entered. 
• There was an 84% response rate. 

B. Grocery Store Survey 
• The group is working with Jill Hollingsworth of the Food Marketing Institute to administer the survey to grocery store chains. 
• The group is also working to validate the shipping process for purchased chicken products. 
• Additionally, the USDA will be conducting a baseline Campylobacter survey. 

5. Attributions Working Group 
A. Shigella Case Report Form  

• A working group has been formed to complete the analysis on the case report form responses. If you would like to join the 
analytical team, contact Liane Ong. 

• Ruthanne Marcus will be submitting an ICEID abstract on the results. 
B. Update on “blending project” 

• George Maldonado is working on a methods paper.  
• The group will reconvene to discuss the study design for the Emerging Serotypes study. 
• USDA has also contracted to take the Danish approach. 

6. Burden Working Group 
• The group is working on revised estimates of the burden of foodborne illness. 
• An interdivisional group at the CDC has been meeting and is working on an abstract for ICEID. 
• An IDSA poster by the Viral/Gastro group presented new estimates for rotovirus. 
• Tim Jones’ paper has been submitted to Epidemiology and Infection. 
• A paper on the health seeking behavior of persons with a diarrheal illness has been drafted. 
• The Validation Working Group is using the NAMCS data to validate the results in the Population Survey. 

7. Population Survey Working Group  
• Final comments from the cognitive survey have been received.  Clarifying definitions was suggested. 
• It was also suggested that links to websites of interest be included on the FoodNet website, which can act as the main reference 

point. 
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• Pilot testing is scheduled to begin in December. 
• The survey will be submitted to clearance by the end of the month. 

8. Outbreak Working Group 
• A subgroup is working on revising the supplemental form. 

9. Interventions Working Group 
A. LTCF Survey 

• An ICEID abstract will be submitted. 
B. Risky Foods Analytical Team 

• The risky foods group is led by California, and is evaluating the risky food data from Cycles 3 and 4 of the Population Survey. 
• Samuel’s paper described risky foods among high risk groups, using Cycle 2 of the Population Survey. 

C. FoodNet Objective #4 (corrected wording) 
• The revised wording of the four FoodNet Objectives was included in the call materials. 

 
C. Proposals 

1. Identifying risk factors for Campylobacter illness by comparing food consumption data in CA to other FoodNet sites (Heather Green) 
• The study will be an ecological analysis of regional differences in Campylobacter illness based on food consumption variables. 
• The proposal was accepted.  

 
D. Surveillance 

1. Active data 
• There is a consistent decline in E. coli O157. 
• Salmonella is also declining, with over a 50% decline in javiana. 
a. Linking Projects 

• Updated tables and a summary of key points were included in the call packet. 
2. Outbreak data 

• 134 outbreaks were reported with ≥2 ill. 57% of these have a known etiology, 19% have a known vehicle, and 62% are restaurant 
associated. 

• 59 outbreaks were reported with ≥10 ill. 66% of these have a known etiology, 24% have a known vehicle, and 61% are restaurant 
associated. 

3. HUS data 
• 67 cases have been reported in 200, and there were 4 deaths. 
• 60% of those tested for Shiga toxin were positive. 
• Overall 9% of those tested by serology or by culture were positive.  
• 64% of those cultured for O157 were positive. 

 
E. Upcoming FoodNet conference calls, meetings, and deadlines      

1. Friday  October 14th   2:00-3:00     Retail Food Study 
2. Tuesday  October 18th   3:00-4:00     HUS/STEC Working Group 
3. Thursday  October 20th   3:00-4:00     Outbreak Working Group 
4. Monday  October 24th   2:00-3:00     Interventions Working Group 
5. Tuesday  October 25th   4:00-5:00     Risky Foods Working Group 
6. Thursday  October 27th   1:00-2:00     Antimicrobial Resistance Working Group 
7. Thursday   October 27th   2:00-3:00     FoodNet Coordinator call 
8. Wednesday November 2nd   1:00-2:00     Campylobacter Grocery Store Subcommittees  
9. Wednesday November 2nd   3:00-4:00     Validation Working Group 
10. Thursday   November 3rd   11:00-12:00    Attributions Working Group 
11. Tuesday  November 8th   2:00-4:30     Update Meeting 
12. Wednesday November 9th   4:00-5:00     Burden Working Group 
13. Thursday  November 10th   2:00-3:00     FoodNet Steering Committee call 
 

F. Data Submission Deadlines 
1. Surveillance data transmission  Friday, November 18th 
2. HUS data transmission    Wednesday, November 2nd 


