Steering Committee Minutes

June 9, 2005

Present: CA, CO, CT, GA, MD, MN, OR, TN, TX, USDA-FSIS, CDC

A.   Administrative

1.   FoodNet Vision Meeting 2006 – The possible dates are March 2-3 or March 9-10. If you have any preference, contact Jennifer Nelson.
2.   ICEID is scheduled for March 19-22.

B.   FoodNet Studies/Projects

1.   Case-control studies
a.   The Infant Salmonella and Infant Campylobacter studies are being written separately.  It is possible that both papers will be submitted to the same journal. 
b.   The Salmonella Newport, E. coli O157, and Listeria papers are in clearance.
2.   Other studies
a.   The protocol and questionnaire for the E. coli/HUS cohort study has been revised and submitted to the CDC IRB.
b.   Multidrug resistant non-Typhi was submitted to clearance.
c.   The group is working on adding the food exposure questions.  They should be finalized by the next Steering Committee call.

d.   The programming is being completed for the Campylobacter Lab Survey.

C.   Surveillance

1.   Active Data 
a.   Data from Tennessee is not included in the figures.
b.   The rates have been changed to reflect cumulative, rather than monthly totals.
c.   Campylobacter rates have increased; Listeria has increased; Salmonella has increased overall; Shigella has decreased; E. coli O157 has decreased; STEC non-O157 has decreased; Vibrio has decreased; Yersenia has decreased; Cryptosporidium has decreased; Cyclospora has increased. 
2.   Outbreak Data

a.   As of 2005, 72 outbreaks involving > 2 ill are currently in eFORS. 

c.   For outbreaks involving >10 ill, 63% have an identified etiology, 16% have a confirmed vehicle, and 53% are restaurant-associated.

3.   HUS data
a.   86 cases have been reported for 2003, and there were 2 deaths. 49% of HUS cases were related to STEC infection.

b.   In 2004, 64 cases have been reported, and 64% were related to STEC infection.

c.   There are 15 cases in the 2005 data; 23% are STEC related.
4.   Linking data
a.   2004 submissions are still being received.
b.   There is a delay in receiving the 2005 NARMS submissions from the sites.

5.   Manuscripts
a.   Comments are being incorporated into the Listeria Trend Analysis manuscript.
b.   Campylobacter trends – overall trends, state specific trends, and age trends.

c.   Vibrio – Julie Choudhuri and Olga Henao submitted an IDSA abstract on Vibrio trends. John Painter is writing the description.

d.   Multiple pathogens – 1% of reported cases have more than one pathogen; Campylobacter and another pathogen is the most frequent combination. 

e.   Multiple pathogens – need to follow up.

