FoodNet Steering Committee Minutes
May 12, 2005

Present: CA, CO, CT, GA, MD, MN, NM, NY, OR, TN, TX, FDA, USDA-FSIS, CDC 
A.   Administrative

1.   Status of manuscripts

a.   Published manuscripts - There are no updates on the published manuscripts; five have been published this year to date.
b.   IDSA Abstracts – Fourteen abstracts were submitted to IDSA. 

2.   FoodNet Vision Meeting 2006 – The possible dates for next year’s vision meeting are March 2-3 or March 9-10. ICEID 2006 is scheduled for March 19-22.  If you have a preference to the date, please contact Jennifer Nelson.
B.   Surveillance

1.   Active Data

a.   TN’s data is temporarily unavailable and was not included in the data packet. 

b.   Campylobacter rates have decreased; Listeria has increased; Salmonella has increased; Shigella has decreased; E. coli O157 has decreased 20 percent; Yersenia has decreased about 30 percent; Cryptosporidium has decreased about 40 percent.

2.   Outbreak Data

a.   This will be the last time the 2004 tables will be included in the Steering Committee packet. 
b.   As of 2005, 56 outbreaks involving > 2 ill are currently in eFORS. 
c.   For outbreaks involving >10 ill, 63% have an identified etiology, 21 have a confirmed vehicle, and 58% are restaurant-associated.

3.   HUS Data

a.   The preliminary 2003 close out figures were presented. In the next month, please make sure to update any missing/incorrect data for you 1997-2003 cases.  Please also make sure to enter all 1997-2003 HUS cases by the next data transmission deadline, June 1st.  If you will not be able to get all your data in by June (including HDD) please e-mail Cindi Snider. 
b.   In the 2003 table, please check that your numbers match with what is presented.  49% of HUS cases associated with STEC infections. 
c.   For 2004, 64% of the HUS cases are associated with STEC infection.  In 2005, only 20% of HUS cases are associated with STEC infections.

4.   Linking
a.   The 2002, 2003, and 2004 data was presented.  This is the final time that the 2002 table will be included as linking the 2005 data will begin now that the first quarter data has been received. 
b.   Julie Choudhuri is also compiling all of the linked data sets. 

C.   FoodNet Studies/Projects

1.   Case control studies

a.   A draft of the E. coli O157 manuscript has been completed and will go into clearance after authors have reviewed the document.

b.   The Salmonella Newport manuscript is being reviewed and will be submitted to clearance after comments have been incorporated.
c.   The Salmonella Enteritidis manuscript will be submitted to clearance soon.
d.   Jay Varma has submitted a draft of the Listeria manuscript for review. Additional analysis may be included.
e.   Both the Infant Salmonella and the Infant Campylobacter manuscripts are in the writing phase. A plan for finishing the draft will be developed on the next working group call.
2.   Other Studies

a.   Data collection is almost complete for the long-term care facility survey. During the last working group call an analytic team was formed.
b.   The E. coli O157/HUS cohort study has been cleared by the branch and has been submitted to the division for clearance. If possible, the study will be launched this summer.
c.   The MDR non-Typhi Salmonella has been submitted for IRB clearance.
3.   Other projects

a.   Shigella Case Report Form - The first transmission of data has been received. The tables will be presented in the attributions working group.
b.   The Campylobacter online lab survey is near completion. 
c.   The Population Survey group has revised the demographics, travel, and health sections. At the update meeting, it was decided that the food exposure questions need to be consistent.
d.   The Trends in Disease Over Time working group will be establishing a meeting time. Contact Olga Henao if you would like to join.
