Syphilis Curriculum Test Questions

1. What factor is attributed to the decrease in reported syphilis case in the 1950’s?

a) The end of World War II

b) The beginning of the Korean War 

c) Use of penicillin to treat syphilis

d) Decrease in syphilis surveillance efforts

2. What criteria must be met in order to classify a syphilis case as “unknown duration”?

a) Person without symptoms or signs and no past diagnosis of syphilis

b) Person without symptoms or signs, no past diagnosis of syphilis, and initial infection occurred within the past 12 months

c) Person without symptoms or signs, no past diagnosis of syphilis, and initial infection occurred more than the previous 12 months

d) Person without symptoms or signs, no past diagnosis of syphilis, initial infection occurred more than the previous 12 months, and patients are 13-35 years old and nontreponemal titer ≥ 32

e) None of the above

3. Which stage(s) of syphilis are considered infectious? Select all that apply.

a) Primary syphilis, 710

b) Secondary syphilis, 720

c) Early latent syphilis, 730

d) Latent syphilis of unknown duration, 740

e) Late latent syphilis, 745

4. At which stage of syphilis does asymptomatic neurosyphilis occur? 

a) Primary syphilis, 710

b) Secondary syphilis, 720

c) Early latent syphilis, 730

d) Latent syphilis of unknown duration, 740

e) Any stage of disease

5. A syphilis chancre can mimic which diseases?

a) Herpes and chancroid 

b) Chlamydia and herpes

c) PID and chlamydia

d) HPV and gonorrhea
6. In darkfield microscopy examination of Treponema pallidum, what is the distinctive shape?

a) Isosahedral shaped

b) Corkscrew-shaped

c) Ciliated body

d) Rod-shaped
7. A 34-year-old male presents with stuttering stroke-like syndrome, plus seizures, and a CSF-RPR of 1:256.  What is the diagnosis?

a) Primary syphilis, 710

b) Secondary syphilis, 720

c) Early latent syphilis, 730

d) Neurosyphilis
8. The course of treatment for syphilis in a patient that is also HIV positive is different from a non-HIV positive syphilis patient

a) True

b) False

9. What values are follow-up titers compared?

a) CDC guideline standards

b) Nontreponemal titers obtained on the day of treatment

c) Sexual contact’s values
10. Which populations are appropriate for routine syphilis screening?  Mark all that apply

a) Children

b) Pregnant women

c) High risk populations
d) Adolescents
11. The following procedures should be performed on the sex partners of the syphilis patient at any stage of syphilis diagnosis.  Mark all that apply.
a) Draw syphilis serology on the partner(s)
b) Perform physical exam on the partner(s)
c) Treat partner(s) presumptively
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