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October 20, 2004
 «ProviderName»
 «Address»
 «City», CA «Zip»
 SUBJECT:
INFLUENZA VACCINE

Last week health officials were informed that Chiron Corporation, a major supplier of flu vaccine, will not be releasing any of its flu vaccine in the US this year.  The absence of Chiron vaccine will reduce by approximately one-half the amount of flu vaccine that is expected to be available nationally this year.  To date, Los Angeles County Public Health has received 20,800 doses of flu vaccine.  Over 130,000 doses were distributed by Public Health last season.    Public Health has adopted the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) interim immunization recommendations to ensure that flu vaccine is only provided to high priority groups.  

 As a skilled nursing facility that is in compliance with Los Angeles County Public Health annual influenza program policies and procedures, we are able to provide you with influenza vaccine this year.  The amount of vaccine allocated to your facility is based on the number of documented doses that you administered last year.  Attached you will find an Agreement on the Use of Publicly Purchased Influenza Vaccine.  This agreement must be signed in order for your facility to receive influenza vaccine.  Staff from the Immunization Program Field Office that serves your area will be contacting you by October 22, 2004 to make arrangements for you to pick up your vaccine.  When vaccine is picked up please provide the Immunization Program staff with the signed agreement.

Good respiratory hygiene will be especially important during this cold and flu season.  Public Health officials strongly encourage you to screen visitors for respiratory and other infections and to maintain an employee respiratory hygiene program.  We recommend that you arrange hand washing opportunities or alcohol-based hand gel dispensers near the facility entrance for visitors.  Actively direct all visitors to wash their hands before and after visits.  Similar rules should be applied to employees.  Ill employees should not report to work and hand washing for all staff needs to be emphasized.  Please find enclosed some health education materials that can be posted at your facility entrance and in employee areas.
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Antiviral agents against flu are available and can be used as indicated for prophylaxis as well as 

treatment of non-vaccinated and vaccinated individuals.  Information regarding the use of antiviral agents against flu can be found at www.cdc.gov/flu/professionals/antiviralback.htm.

Please remember that state law mandates the reporting of outbreaks. In addition, Public Health can serve as a valuable resource in the diagnosis, prevention and control of outbreaks.  Outbreaks can be reported by calling the Morbidity Unit at (888) 397-3993.
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact the Immunization Program at (213) 351-7800.

Sincerely,

A. Nelson El Amin, MD, MPH

Medical Director
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