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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE RESOLUTION

N 0. 200 Session of 2003

| NTRODUCED BY BEBKO- JONES, BELARDI, BELFANTI, BI SHOP, CAPPELLI,
CAWLEY, COY, CREI GHTON, CURRY, DALEY, DeLUCA, DeWEESE
FRANKEL, FREEMAN, GOODVAN, CRUCELA, HARHAI, HERSHEY, HORSEY,
JAMES, JOSEPHS, LAUGHLIN, LEACH, LEDERER, NAI TLAND, M GEEHAN,
MELI O, PALLONE, PISTELLA, PRESTON, READSHAW ROBERTS, ROONEY,
SAI NATO, SATHER, SCHRCDER, STABACK, TANGRETTI, E. Z. TAYLOR
THOVAS, TRUE, WOINAROSKI AND YOUNGBLOOD, APRIL 15, 2003

REFERRED TO COW TTEE ON RULES, APRIL 15, 2003

A RESOLUTI ON

1 Recognizing youth nmental illness and suicide as a State public
2 health crisis and encouragi ng evi dence-based initiatives to
3 screen children and adol escents for nmental disorders in order
4 to identify illness and prevent suicide anong youth.

5 WHEREAS, Over the past 20 years, advances in scientific

6 research have changed the way society views children's nmenta

7 health, having | earned that the same nmental disorders which

8 afflict adults can also occur in children and adol escents; and
9 WHEREAS, Scientific research has denonstrated that early

10 identification and treatnent of nental disorders in youth

11 greatly inproves a child' s or adol escent's prognosis; and

12 WHEREAS, | n January 2001 the Surgeon General of the United

13 States noted that while one in ten young people in the United

14 States suffers fromnental illness severe enough to cause sone
15 level of inmpairment, only one in five of these children and

16 adol escents receives needed nmental health treatment; and

1 WHEREAS, The World Heal th Organi zati on has reported that



2 youth neuropsychiatric disorders will rise by nore than 50% by
3 2020, nmking such disorders one of the top five causes of

4 disability, norbidity and nortality anong children and

5 adol escents; and

6 WHEREAS, Psychol ogi cal aut opsy studi es have found that 90% of
7 young people who end their own |ives have depression or another
8 diagnosable nental or substance abuse disorder at the tine of

9 their deaths, verifying a link between nental illness and
10 suicide; and
11 WHEREAS, I n 1999 the Surgeon General first recognized that
12 nmental illness and substance abuse disorders are, in fact, the
13 greatest risk factors for suicidal behavior and that properly
14 identifying and treating nmental illness and substance abuse
15 disorders is an inportant part of suicide prevention activities;
16 and
17 WHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
18 recently reported that in 2000 suicide was the third | eadi ng
19 cause of death anpbng youth 15 to 24 years of age; and
20 WHEREAS, The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
21 Administration recently reported that in 1999 alnmost 3 nillion
22 young people were at risk for suicide but only 36%  received
23 mental health treatnent; and
24 VWHEREAS, The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has
25 reported that each year in the United States al nbst as nany
26 adol escents and young adults comit suicide as die from al
27 natural causes such as |eukem a, birth defects, pneunonia,
28 influenza and Al DS conbi ned; and
29 WHEREAS, | n January 2001 the Surgeon General issued a goal to
30 inmprove the assessnent of and recognition of nental health needs
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1 inchildren, in part by encouraging early identification of

2 mental health needs in existing preschool, child care,

3 education, health, welfare, juvenile justice and substance abuse
4 treatnment systens; and

5 WHEREAS, Several states have recogni zed youth nental illness
6 and suicide as a public health crisis, sonme prior to the United
7 States Departnment of Health and Human Services' initiative, and
8 as of today the majority of states have either devel oped or are
9 in the process of developing plans to identify mental illness
10 and prevent suicide anmobng young people; and

11 WHEREAS, The efforts, initiatives and activities of Federa
12 and State governnent should be used to support evidence-based
13 practices for identifying mental illness in young people and

14 preventing suicide anong this popul ation; therefore be it

15 RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the House of

16 Representatives that youth nental illness and suicide are a

17 State public health crisis, and that the CGovernor, the Cenera
18 Assenbly, the Department of Health, the Department of Public

19 Welfare, the Departnent of Education, the Ofice of Attorney
20 General and all citizens should make the identification of
21 nental disorders and the prevention of suicide anmbng young
22 people a public health priority; and be it further
23 RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the House of
24 Representatives that every child should be screened once in his
25 or her youth for nental illness in order to identify illness and
26 prevent suicide anong young people; and be it further

RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the House of



28 Representatives that such a screening and identification process
29 shoul d enpl oy sound, evidence-based tools; and be it further

30 RESOLVED, That it is the sense of the House of
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1 Representatives that all mddle school and high school -aged
2 vyouth shoul d have equal access to these initiatives w thout
3 stigna.
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