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The Trust for Public LandThe Trust for Public Land

TheThe BeltLine: AtlantaBeltLine: Atlanta’’s System of s System of 
Connected GreenspaceConnected Greenspace

Ralph Edwards, Chair, Georgia Advisory Council
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The BeltLine Emerald Necklace
Atlanta’s Connected Greenspace System
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The Atlanta Challenge: The Atlanta Challenge: ““Land for PeopleLand for People”” is is 
disappearing at an alarming rate disappearing at an alarming rate ––

We lose 50 acres
of land and trees 

every day
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As many as 2 
out of 3 city 
residents do 
not have 
access to a 
nearby park, 
playground, or 
open space

Source:  TPL Analysis of 20 U.S. cities; access defined as living within 1/8 mile of a park

Never has the need been so clearNever has the need been so clear……

Compared to Other Major CitiesCompared to Other Major Cities
Atlanta Ranks Near the Bottom in Park LandAtlanta Ranks Near the Bottom in Park Land
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Many Benefits of ParksMany Benefits of Parks

Better Health

Stronger 
Community

Reduced Crime

Stronger 
Economy

Cleaner Air & 
Water
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Without Parks AtlantaWithout Parks Atlanta’’s Children Face a Crisis s Children Face a Crisis ……

Public health benefits:
– No parks = physical 

inactivity
– Children suffer more 

from chronic obesity, 
diabetes, asthma, 
anxiety, depression

– Children have no safe 
place to play
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Especially in todayEspecially in today’’s s ““videovideo--gamegame”” worldworld
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This Is Solvable This Is Solvable …… Even With One Park Even With One Park ……
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The Atlanta BeltLine  The Atlanta BeltLine  -- Recent HistoryRecent History

• Pre-1999:  Investigation of rails-to-trails in city
• 1999:  Graduate student thesis proposed light-rail transit 

loop
• 2001-03:  TPL launched Atlanta Parks for People program; 

investigated BeltLine as greenway
• 2004:  TPL defined a new park model for Atlanta

– Created connected greenspace model
– Convened BeltLine Greenspace Steering Committee
– Hired Garvin & Assoc. to study new park opportunities
– Coordinated with ADA, EDAW, FOB, Path, ARC, MARTA, 

Park Pride and others
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The Atlanta BeltLine  The Atlanta BeltLine  -- Recent HistoryRecent History
• 2005 - Implementing the vision

– TPL released Garvin study
– TPL began identification of key parcels of land and 

began purchasing land with own funds
– Mayor designated BeltLine team with TPL in key role
– City, County and School Board passed TAD legislation

• 2006 – City plans how to spend TAD funds
– Creates BeltLine “work plan” for City Council approval
– Organizes efforts of public and private partners
– Lays out budget for first 5 years - $480 million
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Regional InfoRegional Info

The Atlanta BeltLine:  Where is it?
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• 22 miles of railway corridors –
some abandoned

• Circles the city of Atlanta

• 100,000 people live within ½ mile 
of the BeltLine

• Touches:
– 47 neighborhoods
– 11 of 12 City Council Districts
– Several existing parks

• “A politician’s dream….”
- Mayor Shirley Franklin

The Atlanta The Atlanta BeltLineBeltLine: What is it?: What is it?
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Key Elements of the BeltLine

BeltLine BeltLine 
Greenspace Greenspace 

Goals  Goals  

• 1,401 ac. of New Greenspace

• 613 ac. of Existing Greenspace

• 3 New MARTA Stations

• 4 New Parks

• 4 Expanded Parks

• 5 Mixed-Use Areas with 
Greenspace

• A connected system of 
Greenspace
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47 Historic 47 Historic 

NeighborhoodsNeighborhoods

ReconnectedReconnected
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One Jewel on the BeltLineOne Jewel on the BeltLine
The WaterworksThe Waterworks
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And another, And another, 
AtlantaAtlanta’’s Next Great Park and Water Reservoirs Next Great Park and Water Reservoir

The Bellwood Quarry linked with Maddox Park
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And after the BeltLineAnd after the BeltLine……
A new park ethic in the City and the StateA new park ethic in the City and the State

Creating more livable communities 
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Key Partners and RolesKey Partners and Roles

BELTLINE IMPLEMENTATION COSTSBELTLINE IMPLEMENTATION COSTS

• Total Estimated Cost will be approximately $2.1 - $2.6 billion
• TAD bonds will likely fund $1.6 billion (~60% of total cost)
• Rest will come from private foundations, federal matching funds, etc.
• TAD is centerpiece of finance plan – all other sources depend on TAD

Land Acquisition

Greenspace 
Design & Build

Transit 
Design 
& Build

Workforce 
Housing

Brownfield Cleanup / 
Development Infrastructure

Other 
Transportation

APS
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The BeltLine Tax Allocation DistrictThe BeltLine Tax Allocation District

• $1.6 Billion bond capacity over 20 years
• Provides $110 million in Year 1
• Provides $200 million in Year 5
• Allows “bond advance notes” - BAN
• Does not allow use of funds for 

- park maintenance, or 
- transit operations
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The BeltLine TAD The BeltLine TAD –– How did we pass it?How did we pass it?

• Mayor Shirley Franklin created BeltLine Partnership
• Atlanta Development Authority (ADA) created 

redevelopment plan
• ADA, TPL and others held community meetings with 

10,000 citizens
• City Council held multiple hearings
• Mayor (with 85% approval rating) twisted arms in an 

election year – helped council members with their 
campaigns 
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