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Professor Richards practiced health and public health law in Houston, Texas, before entering legal 
education. Prior to joining the faculty at the Law Center, he was professor of law and executive 
director for the Center for Public Health Law at the University of Missouri –Kansas City School of 
Law. He was a visiting professor at University of Oregon School of Law and University of Denver 
College of Law. At the Law Center, he is director Program in Law, Science, and Public Health. He 
maintains a website on medical, public health, and biotechnology law http://biotech.law.lsu.edu. 
Professor Richards has published extensively, including the books Medical Care Law (Aspen 1999) 
and Law and the Physician: A Practical Guide (Little, Brown 1993). He received his undergraduate 
degree in biology and behavioral science from Rice University. He conducted graduate work in 
human physiology and medicinal chemistry at Baylor College of Medicine and the University of 
Michigan. He received his J.D. from the University of Houston and his M.P.H., focusing on disease 
control and risk analysis, from the University of Texas School of Public Health. 
 


